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Mr.  BYBD  of  Virginia.  Mr*  Presi- 
dent, the  people  of  Buckingham  County, 
Va+i  on  Friday  May  12,  1961,  observed 
the  bicentennial  anniversary  of  the 
county’s  formation,  I was  honored  by 
an  invitation  to  participate  in  the  ob- 
servance* 

Buckingham  County  is  an  adjacent 
neighbor  of  Prince  Edward  County*  The 
citizens  of  the  two  counties  are  of  a 
kindred  spirit.  The  people  of  Bucking- 
ham have  great  sympathy  with  their 
friends  in  Prince  Edward,  who  have  been 
under  attack  by  the  National  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People, 
through  Federal  courts  and  otherwise, 
for  10  years* 

I share  the  concern  of  the  people  of 
Buckingham,  and  all  of  Virginia — and 
I hope  of  the  Nation — over  tlic  problems 
which  the  NAACP  has  produced  in 
Prince  Edward  County;  and  I take  pride 
in  the  fortitude  demonstrated  by  the 
citizens  of  Prince  Edward  in  defense  of 
principles  in  which  they  believe  and 
rights  they  hold  dear  and  especially  I 
commend  the  efforts  of  the  white  citizens 
of  Prince  Edward  County  to  give  educa- 
tional facilities  to  the  Negro  school  chil- 
dren, 

I stated  my  views  on  this  matter  at 
Buckingham  last  Friday,  and  1 ask 
unanimous  consent  to  have  excerpts 
from  my  statement  published  In  the 
body  of  the  Record  as  a part  of  these 
remarks. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  excerpts 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Record, 
as  follows: 

A Defense  of  Prince  Edward  County 

Action  by  the  National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People  resulted  In 
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withdrawal  of  Prince  Edward  County  sup- 
port of  public  schools.  Under  NAACP  in- 
fluence colored  leaders  in  the  county  will 
neither  provide  for  education  of  their  chil- 
dren nor  accept  assistance  from  the  white 
people  of  the  county. 

In  short*  the  NAACP  is  more  Interested 
in  the  Integration  of  public  school  children 
than  it  is  in  the  education  of  colored  chil- 
dren: and  the  NAACP,  alone*  is  responsible 
for  the  fact  that  1,700  colored  children  in 
Prince  Edward  County  arc  not  now  attending 
good  schools  with  qualified  teachers* 

White  people  of  the  county  deplore  the 
fact  that  colored  children  of  the  community 
are  being  kept  out  of  school;  but  everyone 
should  be  aware  that  so  long  as  this  con- 
dition can  be  maintained,  the  NAACP  and 
others  can  make  propaganda  use  of  it  to 
discredit  the  county's  efforts  to  restore  full 
and  complete  educational  facilities*  This 
has  been  done  and  It  Is  being  done  now* 
White  citizens  of  Prince  Edward  have  suc- 
cessfully established  a system  of  accredited 
schools  for  their  children,  and  they  have 
offered  to  do  the  same  thing  for  colored 
children.  This  offer  has  been  open  and 
standing  since  Dec ember  1959*  but  parents  of 
only  one  colored  child  have  dared  to  submit 
an  application  for  enrollment. 

When  Negro  leaders  did  nothing  to  provide 
education  for  colored  children  in  the  county, 
white  citizens  formed  a corporation  in  the 
name  of  "Southside  Schools,  Inc.»“  to  provide 
educational  opportunities  for  Negro  stu- 
dents. Officers  of  the  corporation  communi- 
cated with  parents  of  every  potential  colored 
student  In  the  county. 

In  a letter  to  every  Negro  parent  in  Prince 
Edward,  dated  December  19,  1959,  R*  B,  Har- 
grove, president  of  the  corporation  said: 

“Southside  Schools*  Inc**  has  been  formed 
to  provide  schools  for  those  Negro  children 
who  have  not  been  able  to  get  an  education 
since  the  public  schools  were  closed  this 
fall* 

“It  is  our  intention  to  set  up  good  schools, 
get  qualified  teachers*  and,  so  that  the  Negro 
children  of  this  county  will  not  lose  time 
from  school*  to  run  these  schools  at  least 
180  daye*  which  Is  a full  school  year*  The 
actual  location  of  the  schools  and  the  se- 
curing of  the  teachers  will  bo  determined 
alter  all  applications  have  been  received. 


“There  arc  funds  available  from  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  pay  tuition  for  children  when 
public  schools  are  closed*  The  board  of  this 
corporation  has  set  a tuition  charge  of  ?240 
per  child.  Therefore,  each  parent  can  ap- 
ply for  this  money  after  enrolling,  which 
will  pay  for  educating  your  child.  How  to 
do  this  will  be  explained  to  you  and  help 
given  by  this  corporation  after  your  child 
enrolled  in  school. 

“Enclosed  Is  an  application  for  registra- 
tion. Please  fill  It  out  and  return  It  to 
Southside  Schools,  Inc.,  Post  Office  Box  1G4, 
Farmville,  Va.*  as  soon  as  possible  but  not 
later  than  January  16,  1960.  No  application 
received  after  January  15  will  be  accepted* 
"We  urge  you  to  mail  your  application  im- 
mediately as  wo  must  know  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible how  many  pupils  to  prepare  for/* 

The  letter  enclosed  a form  for  use  in  ap- 
plying for  admission  to  the  school.  The 
form  consisted  simply  of  blanks  lor  the 
name;  date  and  place  of  birth;  grade  com- 
pleted, and  last  school  attended;  and  the 
name  and  address  of  parent  or  guardian;  sig- 
nature and  date. 

At  the  end  or  the  letter,  there  was  a 
postscript  which  said: 

“If  you  are  in  doubt  about  the  meaning 
of  anything  in  this  letter  we  urge  you  to 
see  the  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
living  nearest  you.  He  will  be  glad  to  ex- 
plain exactly  what  is  meant." 

To  this  date  there  has  been  only  one  ap- 
plication for  school  enrollment  in  response 
to  this  letter. 

Members  of  the  board  of  Southside 
Schools,  Inc.,  are  well  known,  outstanding 
citizens  of  the  community.  The  Negroes  of 
Prince  Edward  County  have  every  reason  to 
trust  them,  and  confide  In  them.  Many  of 
them  are  known  personally  to  people  in 
Buckingham,  Besides  Hoy  B.  Hargrove,  the 
president*  the  board  Includes: 

J.  V*  Lewis*  vice  president;  J.  B,  Wall,  Jr*r 
secretary;  R,  M.  Bradshaw*  treasurer;  W.  J. 
Sydnor,  Graham  Ralford,  J*  Nat  Wilkerson, 
C*  W,  Glenn,  Mrs*  Bessie  W.  Taylor*  A*  N. 
Fore,  T,  W,  Brooks,  Jr.*  R,  E.  Taylor.  P.  T. 
Atkinson,  Fielder  Hubbard,  Ralph  Carlton, 
Richard  G.  Nelson*  and  John  Gates, 

When  this  letter*  offering  schools  to  col- 
ored children  in  Prince  Edward,  went  out* 
Oliver  W*  Hill,  the  Negro  lawyer  represent- 
ing NAACP  in  Richmond,  and  Roy  Wilkins, 
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NAACP  executive  director  from  New  York, 
made  a hurried  return  to  the  county.  They 
showed  up  at  a Christmas  party  lor  the 
county's  colored  children  on  December  23, 
1959. 

Hill  used  such  an  occasion  os  the  Christ- 
anus  party  for  colored  children  to  tell  their 
parents  that: 

“Some  benighted  Individuals  arc  trying  to 
entice  you  away  from  your  rights  by  prom- 
ising you  a private  school, 

"All  you  are  losing  is  1 or  2 years  of  Jim 
Crow  education,  but  at  the  same  time  in 
your  leisure  you  can  gather  more  basic  ed- 
ucation than  you  would  in  5 years  of  Jim 
Crow  schools/ * 

Accepting  this  kind  of  outside  guidance 
for  their  “advancement,"  instead  of  the 
offers  of  assistance  from  their  white  neigh- 
bors who  want  to  work  with  them  for  tho 
establishment  of  schools,  the  colored  people 
of  Prince  Edward  County  have  ignored  edu- 
cational opportunities  provided  for  them. 

Noting  the  clear  indications  of  intimida- 
tion by  the  NAACP — w hen  only  one  applica- 
tion for  enrollment  was  received — officials  of 
Southside  Schools,  Inc.,  promised  that  the 
identity  of  applicants  for  enrollment  would 
not  be  disclosed  until  the  schools  were  open. 
But  even  this  did  not  result  in  any  more 
applications. 

Later,  members  of  the  board  of  Southside 
Schools,  Inc,,  personally  visited  their  Negro 
friends  in  each  magisterial  district  in  the 
county,  urging  them  to  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunities  to  get  the  schools  open  for 
their  children. 

After  these  visits  they  called  an  inter- 
racial meeting  on  June  30,  I960,  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
were  not  published,  hut  the  fact  remains 
that  all  efforts  to  persuade  Negroes  in  Prince 
Edward  County  to  accept  the  educational  op- 
portunities offered  to  them  have  been  totally 
unsuccessful. 

Prince  Edward  supervisors  have  adopted 
ordinances  to  provide  educational  opportu- 
nities for  all  children,  white  and  Negro.  From 
the  beginning  the  Prince  Edward  people 
have  done  all  they  could  to  encourage  Ne- 
groes in  the  county  to  take  advantage  of 
the  school  facilities  that  were  offered. 

Great  publicity  has  been  given  the  Prince 
Edward  case-  Much  of  the  publicity  con- 
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alfita  of  more  pro  png  mid  a than  fact.  A brief 
review  of  developments  leading  to  present 
conditions  might  help  to  get  tho  Hitualion 
Into  factual  perspective*  Let  rno  outline 
the  facts. 

For  10  years,  since  1051,  In  and  out  of 
Federal  courts,  Prince  Edward  County  has 
been  under  continual  attack  by  the  NAACP 
in  its  efforts  to  force  integration  of  public 
school  children,  not  only  in  Virginia  but 
everywhere. 

The  NAACP  attack  started  with  a strike 
by  colored  high  school  students  in  the 
county  on  April  23,  1051.  A strike  of  any 
kind  in  Prince  Edward  County  Is  news*  It 
Is  an  agricultural  county.  There  bad  never 
been  a strike  there  before. 

On  tho  day  of  the  strike  the  students  said 
they  wanted  a new  school.  But  when  Oliver 
Hill  showed  up  the  facts  came  out.  The 
effect  of  the  strike  was  that  of  a publicity 
stunt  opening  the  NAACP  drive  to  force 
integration  in  the  county's  public  schools. 

Tills  was  followed  in  short  order  by 
NAACP  moves  to  Institute  suits  in  Federal 
courts  to  integrate  schools  In  Prince  Ed- 
ward County,  and  in  communities  in  three 
other  States  and  In  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. By  remarkable  coincidence,  all  of  these 
cases  got  to  the  Warren  Court  in  time  to  be 
considered  together. 

Then  came  May  17,  1954,  when  the  Warren 
Court  handed  down  its  original  decision  In 
these  cases.  The  decision  Is  now  an  in- 
famous blot  on  our  history.  It  disregarded 
Judicial  precedent;  it  usurped  authority  of 
sovereign  States;  and,  in  effect,  it  amended 
the  Constitution  by  Judicial  flat. 

The  illegality  of  the  decision  was  em- 
phasized by  the  fact  that  It  reversed  the 
traditional  position  of  the  U.$.  Supreme 
Court,  including  the  decision  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Taft,  There  has  never  been  a Federal 
law  requiring  integration  of  public  schools. 
The  only  law  on  the  subject  ever  passed  by 
Congress  provided  for  segregation  In  public 
schools  of  the  Nation's  Capital  at  Washing- 
ton, D,C* 

A year  later  on  May  31,  1955,  the  Warren 
Court  implemented  Its  decision.  Seven 
hours  after  this  1956  decision,  the  Prince 
Edward  Board  of  Supervisors  put  county 
public  school  funds  on  a month -to -mo nth 
basis,  and  7 days  later  citizens  of  the  county 


In  a maun  meeting  endorsed  the  board's  ac- 
tion and  moved  for  n system  of  Vf1™1* 
schools, 

An  tho  situation  went  through  bfal  ma- 
h Oliver*  in  late  3050  end  early  1056,  the  peo- 
ple of  Prince  Edward  for  nearly  a year  re- 
flected on  the  position  they  were  taking 
On  May  3.  I960,  they  presented  their  super- 
visors with  a petition  signed  by  more  than 
4*000  citizens  affirming  their  determination 
to  educate  their  children  "in  some  other 
way  If  that  bo  necessary  to  preserve  sepa- 
ration of  the  nicoo  in  tho  schools  of  this 
county." 

The  NAACP  pushed  the  Prince  Edward 
case  Into  a Federal  district  court  again,  and 
then  on  through  the  Warren  court  again, 
and  finally  Judge  SterJlne  Hutcheson  woe 
forced  to  rule.  In  August  1058,  setting  a 
tentative  date  for  integration  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward schools  In  1065. 

The  NAACP  appealed  this  decision,  and 
again  in  May  I9G9  a higher  Federal  court  or* 
clered  Judge  Hutcheson  to  Integrate  Prince 
Edward  schools  hi  September  1059,  At  this 
point  Prince  Edward  supervisors  refused  to 
levy  county  taxes  for  Integrated  public 
schools. 

Thus  the  NAACP  forced  Prince  Edward 
County  to  abandon  Its  support  of  public 
schools*  The  Prince  Edward  Educational 
Corporation,  formed  in  1965  to  conduct  an 
independent  school  system  If  and  when  that 
were  necessary  put  Into  effect  the  plans  it 
had  ready  for  use  under  these  conditions* 

White  people  almost  simultaneously  be- 
gan to  urge  the  colored  people  of  the  county 
to  take  the  lead  in  providing  schools  for 
their  own  children,  and  offered  to  help;  but 
Oliver  Hill  told  the  Negroes  to  “get  busy  at 
the  polls;  throw  out  these  stupid  local  gov- 
ernment leaders/* 

When  it  became  apparent  that  the  Ne- 
groes would  not  take  the  lead  in  behalf  of 
their  own  children*  the  white  people  of  the 
county  chartered  Southslde  Schools.  Inc*, 
with  a certificate  of  incorporation  from  the 
State  Corporation  Commission  dated  Decem- 
ber 16,  1969* 

The  white  people  of  the  county  are  still 
ready  and  eager  to  help,  but  the  fact  re- 
mains that  the  NAACP,  which  precipitated 
the  problem  In  the  first  place.  Is  still  keep- 
ing 1,700  Negro  children  !n  Prince  Edward 
County  out  of  school* 


